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elcome to the Leicester

Grammar Junior School, 25th

Anniversary Review. It has
been a very exciting year for us as we
have been celebrating our Silver
Anniversary.In September 1992, Leicester
Grammar School Trust opened its own
Junior School following on from the
success of the Grammar School which
opened just over a decade previously.
When LGJS opened in 1992 there were
approximately 150 pupils and it was in
Evington Hall on Spencefield Lane.

In the past 25 years the success of the
school has gone from strength to
strength.We now have around 390 pupils
and we share this wonderful state of the
art campus with the Grammar School.The
children have fantastic facilities to learn in
and the depth and range of experiences is
ever-increasing.There are a few members
of our current staff who were there in
those initial days: Mrs Katie Tutt, Mrs Jean
Thistlethwaite and Mr Andrew Needham.

This year we have enjoyed marking the
occasion with a few key events.The school
year started with a delicious celebratory
picnic. On Foundation Day, all the children
and staff were given a special silver
anniversary pin badge to keep.In the
Advent Term, we created a fabulous glass

art installation in our entrance foyer.We all
had a beautiful 25th Anniversary
keepsake mug for Christmas. In April, the
Friends of LGJS organised a Silver
Anniversary Ball for the parents which was
a great success.We rounded off the year
with an attempt to break a Guiness World
Record for the longest human chain of
people patting each other on the back.
This was suggested by Lucy Free in Year 5.
Having completed 25 years, we all felt a
pat on the back was afitting tribute. We
believe we have broken this record, we are
just awaiting official validation from the
Guiness Book of World Records.

Throughout the Review, you will see what
a fabulous year we have experienced.We
have had some amazing sporting
successes, with the U11 Girls hockey team
making it to the IAPS National Finals and
the U11 Boys' cricket team winning the 6-
a-side and 8-a-side county cup.Our LGJS
choir has made it to the Leicestershire
School Choirs Final and we never ceased
to be amazed by the talent of our
musicians as they play in concerts. At the
centre of all we do, we aim to have happy
and fulfilled-children who can achieve
well in a positive learning environment. |
am sure you will see that The Review
captures just that, it is certainly what | see
on a daily basis as | go around school.

Congratulations Leicester Grammar Junior School on your 25th Anniversary.

Silver.
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MEMORIES

Happy Birthday

wenty-five years is a long

time to do anything but last

year | celebrated not only

twenty-five years of marriage

but also twenty-five years at
Leicester Grammar Junior School.LGJS
started life at Evington Hall in September
1992, taking over the running of St.Paul’s
Convent and | knew this was going to be
special the first time | heard the singing of
the Lord's Prayer at the end of the first
Friday’s assembly.

The building had a unique atmosphere
felt by everyone who entered.The regal
staircase, the old chapel, carved marble
fireplaces and the enormous floor to
ceiling double doors. It was certainly a
building ready to welcome all who
entered.

The grounds were memorable too, the
beautiful cherry blossom in Spring and an
endless supply of conkers every Autumn.
Certainly Evington Hall offered a lot more
than the average junior school. Attic
rooms for music lessons, filled with

Silver.
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t has been twenty- seven years for me! | started at Evington
Hall Convent in charge of Kinders.LGS bought the convent
when the nuns retired, and | came as part of the deal. Since
then | have worked throughout the year groups, finally
taking over the school library when we arrived on our new
site. Being here so long, | have watched hundreds of pupils move
through both LGJS and LGS.To see these pupils develop into lovely
adults has been a privilege, alongside making me feel really old!

The Junior school, when you think about it, has been a huge part of
my life.| watched my daughter start at 3 years old and move
through both schools to her own path in teaching. As with life, there
have been many laughs and tears ..mostly when pupils show
fantastic acts of kindness, which reminds me why [ love this job (I'm
such a wet blanket).

Today | am so proud of the library and am very grateful for being
given the opportunity to start from scratch and develop a place of
calmness and knowledge.l am looking forward to many more
happy years. Happy Birthday LGJS!

Jean Thistlethwaite

memorabilia and who
can forget the
cavernous Victorian
cellars,opened up by Mr
Farrant as a Haunted
House attraction for the
annual Christmas Fayre.

Rumours of a move
began at least ten years
before the actual event
and at one point we
thought we were all
moving to Stoughton
Farm Park! Would the
school ever be the
same? | must admit |
was sceptical, however
to quote our school
song, it’s hearts that
make a school and 10 years in, the unique
atmosphere remains.

| certainly feel extremely privileged to
have had the opportunity to teach at both
sites as well as giving my children such a
solid, secure, exceptional education.LGJS

continues to evolve and although it is
good to take the time to reminisce, it's
important to look to the future too. Happy
Birthday LGJS, and here’s to many more
successful years.

Katie Tutt
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n the first room, at the furthestend ofa  The first big adventure was a fight with a
long, long corridor were Reception S. ferocious dragon called ‘Colin’Early in the
They explored the seven seas to year, whilst Reception were out for a stroll
discover which objects floated and in the forest they met some woodland
which ones sank. people whose village had been damaged
The second room was where Reception P by the dragon.
had many magical adventures.They learned  They put on their trusty puddle suits and
to read books and to write many things. wellies, trapped the dragon and helped

The third room was also a magical place;for ~ the woodland people to remake their
in here, Reception C learned to tell the time  Village. After that, they all sat down for a
50 that their parents could no longer trick well-earned cup of hot chocolate and
them into an early bedtime. a biscuit.
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A Castle Adventure!
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Miss Hart suggested we all keep our eyes peeled, for the DRAGON!
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Transported back into the thick

of wartime Britain
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The story of an evacuee!

Year 2 visited a big house and pretended to be evacuees.| thought
we were actually going to Clay Coton.| was surprised and shocked
when the air raid siren came on. It was exciting. After we lined up
we went into a little room with Mrs Fo. She showed us how to make
a little pom pom and‘make do and mend

Next the land girl Stella showed us a real gas mask box and a baby
gas mask like a big bag. She told us that children had Mickey Mouse
gas masks that made a funny noise.We went down into the dark
cellar and | put on the soldier’s metal hat. After that we went out
into the garden.| pumped the stirrup pump really fast and hard
and Fraser held the pipe to spray water at an old bomb.

Finally, Mrs. North, the cook told us what was rationed and not
rationed. | had a brilliant day although | thought | might really be
evacuated!

Luke Hinson 2J
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fter enjoying so many new

experiences in our first year in the

Juniors, Year 3 embarked upon our
final challenge - a night away!

For the children, being away from home
and parents for a night is an exciting
opportunity to develop their
independence, make decisions for
themselves and to consider the feelings of
their friends.When we were thinking about
how to encompass the educational purpose
of our residential and combine it with the
necessary ingredients of fun and adventure,
we put all these elements in a Viking
helmet, shook it all about and out dropped
York and The Deep and a new Year 3
residential was born!

So ...bright and early, on a gorgeous June
morning, 52 excited little Viking warriors,
guided by 6 fearless chieftains, headed up
North on the A1.Were the citizens of York
prepared for this invasion?!

On arrival, we uncovered our Viking
ancestors at The Dig, peered down into the
ruins of the Viking long house and relished
the not so pleasant sights and smells of a
fabulously reconstructed Viking settlement
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at the Jorvik Centre. Some of our little
warriors were transported to the land of
Asgard as they were enlisted to retell the
saga of Thor's Hammer which was much
enjoyed by all of us.

As the summer sun sank behind the
resplendent architecture of York Minster we
explored and discovered many of the
wonderful sights of this historic city,
enjoying the view from the city walls and a
stroll along The Shambles before settling for
the night in our hostel dwelling.

Our revelling continued the next day, as we
enjoyed the ancient ruins of St Mary’s
Abbey in the Museum Gardens, before
saying farewell to York and heading off to a
fabulous aquarium in Hull where we
became fossil hunters and keen marine
biologists as we wound our way through
the zones of "THE DEEP" Our favourite
creatures were pulsating jellyfish, gliding
stingrays, wandering turtles and Stanley
and Brian the Gentoo penguins.

After a quick stop for pizza in Worksop, we
ended our journey exhausted, yet happy,
but full of wonderful sagas to tell about our
Viking adventure.

Silver.

ANNIVERSARY EDITION




“I felt like I was standing on history
as | admired the view of York from the city walls.”

“I felt like eyes from the

past were watching me,

as we moved through the
darkness of 9th century
York.”

“I had such a fun time
away with my friends,
I'm now looking forward
to the next residential in
Year4.”
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Year 4

Beowulf /Anglo Saxons Work

/  Leicester Grammar Junior School 2017/ 2018

Description of Grendel.

The Great Hall of Heorot.

Character
description of
Beowulf.




Flori and Hannah on Anglo-Saxon Day
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SCIENCE
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at was it like being a child
in Victorian times? Children
inYear 5 had an insight into
this when we went to
Beaumanor for a Victorian Day.

They experienced life in a Victorian
classroom, including some of the
punishments! Writing with Victorian ink
pens proved not so easy - unfortunately,
many of them blotted their copybooks!
Lunchtime was spent playing Victorian
skipping games and playing with Victorian
toys. In the afternoon, the children found
out what it was like to be a laundry maid.
Although the day was great fun, most
children thought they would prefer to be a
child in 2018.

Our drama workshop this year continued
our Victorian theme and was based on our
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class novel,'Street Child; all about the life of
Jim Jarvis. The drama was full of pathos,
and tension, but luckily, there was a happy
ending for young Jim.

In the Lent term we took a trip around
Victorian Leicester - we were amazed to see
how many Victorian buildings there are in
the city centre. Many of the buildings held
fascinating clues to their history.

To finish off our topic on Victorians, the
children worked in groups, to research and
create a memory box for a famous (or not
so famous) Victorian. They then then
presented their boxes - we found out about
some extraordinary Victorian explorers,
artists, scientists, and inventors.Year 5 can
definitely answer the question ‘What did
the Victorians ever do for us?’
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ndependence has been the buzz
word of our Year 6.We have worked
really hard to develop the skills we
need in preparation for our
transition to our next school. Drama
has been an important part of our year.We
have become more independent by
writing, and directing our class assemblies
and our Shakespeare workshop of
Macbeth.This culminated in our Year 6
Production of Robin and the Sherwood
Hoodies. Whilst we followed a script, we
were able to add lots of our own ideas
and direction.
Going abroad for our
residential trip to
Desvres in France
gave us lots of
opportunities for
independence.We were
encouraged to organise
our own packing and
ensure we had the
correct documents and
money in school at the
right time. Whilst we were
there we spoke lots of
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Sport really is for everyone here at LGJS!

Our extensive extra curricular club
opportunities have continued to be extremely
popular this year with numbers attending
reaching record figures.We are so proud of
the enthusiasm, energy and commitment our
pupils show from week to week.
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SPORTS WEEK

ur annual sportsweek was
inspired by The Russia World
Cup 2018. All the children were

split into groups and named after a
World Cup Country. The week was
jammed packed with Foundation Stage
Soft Play, a Martial Arts Masterclass from
Mark Deacon, Tennis workshops ,
Triathlons, 3 sports afternoons and an
early morning Junior workout.To mark
our 25 year anniversary, there was an
extra special touch from our resident
cheerleaders who opened all the sports
afternoons with their spectacular
display, taking us all back to 1992! It was
the most memorable, inspirational and
enjoyable spotsweek to date.The
children all deserved their special
wristbands, medals and certificates to
mark the occasion.

MATCHES

A
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ear 6 were given the opportunity to
Ycomplete afull triathlon in the

afternoon with transitions. We were
delighted that 26 pupils chose to compete.
The triathlon was 6 lengths of the 25m pool,
2km bike ride and 1.5km run. The whole
school came out to support and the
atmosphere was electric. It was certainly a
memorable day! The last day of sports week
was certainly an inspirational day for most of
the children. The whole of year 5 and 6 took
part in the morning triathlon. They
competed all 3 stages of the triathlon during
the morning and encouraged each other on.

CURRICULUM

oundation Stage have had a
Fwonderful year of sport.They

have been fully involved with
a broad curriculum of activities,
including Movement to Music,
Gymnastics, Games, Tennis, Cricket
and Athletic skills.We are so lucky to
be able to teach the children outside
during the Summer Months in our
fantastic grounds and allow the
children to explore and have fun.

The Gymnastic curriculum continues
to grow and develop, allowing all

the children in the school the
opportunity to develop their strength
and flexibility. Fitness continues to
feature highly on our curriculum
along with Dance, Cycling and
Athletics.

27/

FIXTURES

ur fixture list has been jam packed
O this year, with friendly matches on

Wednesdays and Thursdays
predominantly. Our aim is to provide fixture
opportunities for all the Juniors in a variety
of sports.We have enjoyed Swimming
Gala’s both home and away, Netball, Hockey
and Cricket for the girls, Rugby, Football and
Cricket for the boys.The children love
playing sport against other schools and it is
a wonderful opportunity for the children to
develop their confidence, games awareness
and social skills.
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A Bucket List!

Feed the
birds in
Winter
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MR ANDREW NEEDHAM

vwny aia you aeciae to work at our scnooi:

What was the school like when you first
started and how has it changed?

Are there any of the original teachers still
working here?

Are there any of the old pupils who stood
out for you?

Flow many rieaqateacners nave you
worked with and who was your favourite?
(apart from Mrs Rigby of course!)

What's the worst part of your job?

whnatis your ravourite part ortne Joo:

What is your oldest and funniest
memory?

Who was the naughtiest pupil you can
remember and why?

What keeps you working at the school?
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t has been another busy and

successful year for the

Friends, with new members

joining the committee to

support us in our ethos of
fundraising for the school whilst
hosting fun events. Our informal
regular meetings have alternated
between daytime and evenings
this year to enable more parents to
attend and we really do welcome
new faces!

The Christmas Fayre, Quizand
Curry Night, Sports Day BBQ's and a
glass fusion workshop remain as
popular as ever with funds raised
helping to pay towards the Year 6
Leavers Party, Year 5 First Aid
Training and Discos for all of the
children. Our funds remain healthy
and we have been delighted to
support the school with funding
towards new production lighting,
the aerial photograph to
commemorate the 25th
Anniversary and new playground
equipment.

Behind the scenes we work hard to
maintain the Second Hand Uniform
shop, support the school at some of
their events and organise for school
productions to be filmed.

The highlight of the Friends
calendar of events this year was the

Silver Ball, held at The Grand Hotel
in April. Over 170 parents and
teachers gathered in the
spectacular Kings Hall to enjoy an
evening together to celebrate the
School’s 25th Anniversary.The
festivities included the element of
surprise with Singing Waiters and
plenty of other entertainment.The
event was enjoyed by all although
there were a few sore heads the
next morning! We were very
pleased to support The Bridge
Homeless Charity in Leicester this
year by donating half of the
proceeds from the raffle and the
collections taken at the school
discos.

Thank you to all who have
contributed in any way to enable
us all to enjoy such wonderful
events.We say goodbye at the end
of this term to a longstanding
Friends member, Amit Gosai.He
has been instrumental to the
committee for many years and will
be missed!

We look forward to continuing
with our regular events next year
and introducing one or two new
ones! Thank you to all for your
support.

Jessica Horton and
Minal Sherwin
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